
Save the NEW dates!

October 11-15, 2021

DRUGS,
ADDICTION AND

SOCIETY:
Everyone’s business!

A full week to address today’s challenges
of drug use and addictive behaviors

The discourse and strategies regarding addictions have considerably shifted since
the beginning  of  this  century.  The  caricatural  character  of  the "drug-injecting
addict" and the black-and-white view of the drugs issue have turned out to be
inoperative and counterproductive, and are therefore obsolete.

It is now widely agreed that the factors influencing our drug use are extremely
numerous and complex, and that they are individual, but also collective, social,
economical  and  environmental.  Today,  promoting  health,  preventing  use,
reducing harm, taking care, providing support and enabling rehabilitation are the
cornerstones  of  a  coherent  response  toward  drug  use  and  addiction,  with  or
without substances.

It is time to break free from the moral and legal yokes that remain all too present,
and to broaden our scope. Drug use practices and addictive behaviors, with or
without  substances,  should  always  be  treated  from  a  societal  point  of  view.
Citizens, communities, organizations, businesses, caregivers, teachers, parents,
users, policy makers, … yes, it’s everyone’s business !

This full week around "Drugs, Addiction and Society" will feature several
highlight  events  on  the  topic,  and  will  be  an  opportunity  to  bring
together contributors from very diverse backgrounds, to put forward the
most  relevant  practices  and  the  most  recent  research,  and  to
collectively develop the way we perceive these issues.

Program
Subject to prevailing Covid-19 measures

Monday,  October  11,  2021 (event  organized  by  "Smart  on  Drugs"  and
"STOP1921") ─ Théâtre Marni
"Is drug use a crime?" - Reflections around the centennial of the Belgian
drug law

Tuesday, October 12, 2021 (international francophone conference organized
by the French, Canadian, Swiss and Belgian federations) ─ Théâtre Marni
Drugs, Health and Justice

Wednesday,  October  13 and Thursday,  October  14,  2021 (participatory
forum organized by "Forum Addiction & Société") ─ Flagey
Towards social and societal responsibility from the political world, the
corporate world, professionals and citizens

Thursday,  October  14,  2021 (conference  organized  by  "VAD")  ─  Flemish
Parliament
Annual conference for the addiction sector

Friday, October 15, 2021 (international conference organized by all partners –
EN, NL, FR) ─ Flagey
Innovations in need of implementation
Innovations? What innovations? Innovative proposals are on the table! 
Researchers, professionals and citizens are ready to try them out. Who, at the 
national and European levels, is prepared to take a stand and turn these new 
interventions and policies into reality? The various organizations coordinating this
week will join forces and offer a series conferences and workshops on research 
and innovative projects in the field of drug use practices and addictions.

So please save this week in your diary. Further details about events,
conferences and speakers will follow soon.
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